
The vision for the Virginia Rail Plan is included in Chapter 1 and highlights the benefits 
of rail, and the need for further investment. The statement also references rail’s role in 
supporting other existing Virginia initiatives, such as VTrans.

The CTB Rail 
Committee 
prioritized the 
development of 
rail related metrics 
to highlight the 
benefits of the 
rail network. 
These measures 
highlight the 
significant return 
on investment 
achieved by the
rail network.



The Virginia 
Constitution 
prohibits 
investment in 
the rail network 
unless there are 
direct benefits to 
the road network. 
Therefore, the 
Rail Plan is 
built on the 
foundation that 
investment 
in the rail 
network relieves 
capacity issues 
on Virginia’s 
roadways.

Virginia is an important crossroads in the national and 
international transportation network. The Rail Plan serves both 
the needs of Virginian’s, and also supports the movement of 
people and goods beyond our borders. 



The Virginia passenger rail network includes multiple services aimed 
at multiple constituencies, including commuter, regional, and long 
distance services. Many passenger services aim to get Virginia 
residents to and from the Northeast Corridor.

Rail line owner’s and operators know their 
network better than we do, we gathered their 
input to create this map, including a few critical 
updates since the last plan.



These driving 
factors inform 
our outlook for 
the future. The 
Rail Plan goals, 
objectives and 
investment 
priorities aim to 
incorporate and 
react to these rail 
industry drivers.



Investment 
in the rail 
network helps 
Virginia and 
DRPT meet 
the existing 
mission and 
vision for a 
multimodal 
future. 







Each corridor aligns with specific goals and are more 
heavily influenced by certain rail industry drivers. 



The Heartland 
Corridor is 
a significant 
intermodal 
route, which 
speaks to 
the changing 
nature of rail 
traffic and the 
new demands 
on the 
network.

The East-West 
Corridor is a 
unique corridor 
that includes 
two different 
owners/
operators 
and multiple 
different 
passenger 
and freight 
services. 



The Port of Virginia 
carries a significant 
portion of its 
traffic via the rail 
network. We need 
to ensure that 
rail infrastructure 
development can 
keep up with the 
increasing demand 
generated by
the Port. 



The structure 
and order of 
the Virginia 
Rail Plan is in 
accordance 
with FRA 
guidance.
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